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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 6, 2019
Contact: Rich Bowers, Executive Director (360) 746-6967 rich@whatcomlandtrust.org 
or Gabe Epperson, Conservation Director (360) 746-6688 gabe@whatcomlandtrust.org

Whatcom Land Trust Announces New Land Acquisition
in the Cascades to Chuckanuts Natural Area

BELLINGHAM – Whatcom Land Trust announces the purchase of a riparian forest in a major tributary watershed of the 
South Fork Nooksack basin from Weyerhaeuser. The Skookum Creek Conservation Corridor acquisition will permanently 
protect 1,400 acres of riparian forest and uplands to improve salmon habitat, watershed health, landscape connectivity and 
recreation opportunities for Whatcom County.

The $4 million Skookum Creek purchase and campaign represents one of the largest privately-supported community 
campaigns in Whatcom Land Trust’s 35-year history. 

Skookum Creek is located in the Cascades to Chuckanuts (C2C) Natural Area, 350,000 acres encompassing six of the seven 
priority conservation areas in which the Land Trust works, and the last relatively undeveloped corridor linking the shores of Puget 
Sound with the Cascades and Columbia Basin. The Skookum Creek acquisition increases permanent land protections in the C2C 
region to more than 19,000 acres including Canyon Lake Community Forest, Galbraith Mountain, Lookout Mountain and Lake 
Whatcom Parks, and other special places. It also permanently protects the critical cold water source that flows into the South Fork 
Nooksack River.
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“The Skookum Creek Conservation Corridor is a long-term 
visionary project for the Land Trust,” according to Rich Bowers, 
Whatcom Land Trust Executive Director, “a key to what can be 
in the next 100 to 200 years regarding clean, cold water, healthy 
salmon habitat, eventual old growth, connected wild places, and a 
buffer against a changing environment.”

Skookum also represents strong, local support and understanding 
for the value of local land conservation and stewardship, with 
nearly all funding coming from private sources, and with financial 
support from more than 600 community members involved with 
the permanent protection of natural resources important to the 
quality of life available in Whatcom County.
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February 28 Public Celebration at Boundary Bay Brewery
Join Whatcom Land Trust to celebrate successful 
completion and acquisition of the Skookum Creek 
Conservation Corridor from 5:00 to 7:00 pm on Thursday, 
February 28th in the Mountain Room at Boundary Bay 
Brewery, 1107 Railroad Avenue, Bellingham. The event is 
free and open to the public.

Join us to learn more about this amazing new property, 
its conservation value, and how it will contribute to an 
environmentally resilience future for Whatcom County. We 
look forward to celebrating this abundant land with you!

“As the steward of more than 12 million acres of productive timberland in the U.S., we understand the many benefits forests 
provide and were pleased to partner with the Whatcom Land Trust in permanently protecting this important watershed,” said 
Craig Crawford Senior Land Asset Manager for Weyerhaeuser. 

Gabe Epperson, the Land Trust’s Conservation Director worked closely with the timber company on this project and appreciated 
their working relationship. “Weyerhaeuser was a great partner to work with; they were very engaged throughout the entire 
acquisition process.”

The Land Trust will be providing tours and volunteer opportunities once a management plan is developed and weather allows. 

About Weyerhaeuser Company  weyerhaeuser.com
Weyerhaeuser Company, one of the world’s largest private owners of timberlands, began operations in 1900. The company 
owns or controls 12.2 million acres of timberlands in the U.S., and manages additional timberlands under long-term licenses in 
Canada. These timberlands are managed on a sustainable basis in compliance with internationally recognized forestry standards. 
The company is also one of the largest manufacturers of wood products, providing sustainable building solutions for more than 
a century. 

About Whatcom Land Trust  whatcomlandtrust.org 
Whatcom Land Trust preserves and protects wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands in Whatcom County for 
future generations by securing interests in land and promoting land stewardship in partnership with our diverse community. 
As a local, community-supported nonprofit operating since 1984, in the last five years the Land Trust has been successful 
in protecting more than 10,000 acres in the Lake Whatcom Watershed, Galbraith Mountain and Governors Point. The Trust 
has secured permanent protections on an additional 1,000 acres of privately-owned working agricultural lands through the 
Whatcom County AG Purchase of Development Rights program.
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